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The Handbook on Democr atic Dialogue
amsto provide decison-makers, didogue
promoters and practitionerswith a

practica guide on how to organize,

facilitate and assess did ogue processes.

This user-friendly guide amsto help
countries and societies answer complex
socid, economic and political challenges
through didogue. It combines conceptud
and practicd knowledge, while providing
practitioners with an extensve repertoire
of relevant tools, experiences and
gpproaches adapted to the issue at stake,
the local context and the stakeholders
involved.

Democratic diaogue processes participate
in the strengthening of democratic
indtitutions by creating new spaces of
interaction between the indtitutions and
ther citizens, especidly dtizensthat are
traditiondly not empowered to voice their
concern, needs and interests.

More then a compilation of techniques,
the Handbook provides the reader with a
‘how to' guide to organize atalor-made
didogue from assessment to evauation.
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Didogueisapaticpatory, indusve
processto help solve complex socid,
economic and politica issues that
exiginginditutionsand forma

channels are not adequately addressing.
It fosters understanding among
participants and seeks to identify new
options and develop shared visons
while promoting a culture of
participation and democracy.

Thefirg part of the Handbook defines
"what” didogueisandisnot. It dso
darifiesthe prindples underpinning
democratic didogue and how didogue
can contribute to a srengthened practice
of democracy.

The second part answersthe ‘How to' of
didogue. It provides the reader with
essentia knowledge on how to assess
whether didogue isthe right gpproach,
how to conveneit and with whom. It
offers options on how to design and
implement didogue on the ground. It
a0 presents guidance for the
monitoring and evauating of these
processes and how to best adapt them to
specific contexts.
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Thefind chapter offers avariety of case
studies, each of them describing and
andyzing different types of didogue
experiences and assessing critical

lessons learned in these processes.

The Handbook on Democratic Didogue
isthe result of ajoint effort of four
internationd ingtitutions actively
engaged in democratic didogue CIDA,
Internationa IDEA, OAS and UNDP.
These organizations united ther effort in
systematizing dia ogue experiences,
didtilling best practices and offering new
guiddines and options to practitioners.

The Handbook was written by didogue
prectitioners for dia ogue practitioners
with the substantive input of
organizations promoating didogue
worldwide. Numerous renowned
practitioners aso directly contributed to
the document.

The Handbook on Democratic Didogue
ismeant as aliving document to be used
by practitionersto develop and sustain
the practice of didogue.



